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AMY OWENS WANTED the curved entryway
walls of the Estes Park home she shares with her
husband, Stephen, to feel like a “warm hug.”
Indeed, their house, artfully built into a ridge atop
60 acres bordering Rocky Mountain National Park,
is everything they are: amiable, unpretentious, joyful
and full of wonder—a testimony to the idea that a
space is the material reflection of its inhabitants.

Their home’s design was dictated by two
mandates: to be a comfortable gathering place and
to honor the land that surrounds it. Family and
friends are most likely greeted by the homeowners
themselves from the front balcony—or “waving
deck,” as they like to call it—where Amy and
Stephen love to relax with a glass of wine and
watch the forest after hiking, road biking, mountain
biking or skiing.

The couple, who have three grown children, met
in their hometown of Cumberland, Maryland, and
connected quickly, once they discovered they had
worked very close to one another in Allenspark
and Boulder. “We always knew we were going to
go back and have a place there, and we took a
decade to find a property that suited our needs,”
Stephen says.

Then, in 2013, they came across this property,
bordered by Rocky Mountain National Park on two
sides. “The view ... you can't unsee that. It got into
our hearts,” Amy says. From that moment on, that
view of Longs Peak—its unforgiving, snow-coated
flanks presiding over the green, forested valley—
acted as the driving force of the design.

Initially they planned to work with the existing
home on the site, but it became clear that it would
be more cost-effective to start over. (They donated
the materials from the old home to the local
community.) They brought in Doug DeChant and
Adam Harrison from Shepherd Resources Inc. out
of Edwards to design the new structure. “We were
amazed,” Amy says. “The whole design team came
up to the home and spent several days there,
walking the land and getting to know us and how
we live.”

With the Owens’ laid-back lifestyle and taste
in mind, the architects crafted the home from »
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